Joint Statement of the Prime Ministers of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania
6 August 2021
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania stand together in defending the values and security of the European
Union and express grave concern regarding the ongoing hybrid attack by Alexander Lukashenka
regime against the integrity of the EU external border.
We strongly condemn all attempts to instrumentalise irregular migration with a view of exerting
political pressure on the EU and its Member States. The EU, its Member States, countries of origin
and transit of irregular migration and other international actors must continue to swiftly respond and
work to further strengthen EU return capacities as part of a comprehensive approach, as people who
have no right to stay in the EU shall be returned.
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania stand together to effectively protect the EU external border and prevent
irregular migrants from secondary movement to the territory of other EU Member States. In this
regard, Lithuania with the political and operational support provided by Estonia, Latvia, other
Member States and partners of the EU, and relevant EU institutions and agencies, protects the EU
external border and is determined to take all necessary measures in accordance with the EU and
international law.
We express our appreciation to the European Commission, Frontex, EASO, Europol, all EU Member
States and our partners outside the EU for the political and practical support. However, rapidly
deteriorating situation on the EU external border requires swift, robust and decisive response to the
Belarusian regime as well as intensification of the diplomatic, financial and technical support by the
EU institutions to Lithuania. The EU negotiations with the countries of origin of illegal migration are
of paramount importance. We work closely with the EU institutions to discourage and stop new
irregular migration routes at their inception.
The protection of external Schengen borders is our shared responsibility.
We call on the EU Council and our partners to extend individual and sectorial sanctions on the
Belarusian regime, as well as new sanctions regime targeting all parties involved in state-sponsored
use of irregular migration flows. Restrictive measures targeted at migrants’ smugglers abusing human
rights should be considered and swiftly implemented.
We work in close dialogue with our partners to fight illegal flow of people, to stop human smuggling,
break the business model of smugglers, and discourage people from becoming tools in Lukashenka’s
hybrid attack on the EU.
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